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Fortunately, the creature had landed on a bridge of ice and his rescue 
was easily accomplished. Indeed I half suspect, for memory is fickle, 
that he had accomplished it himself before the rescuers reached him. 

Here ends a tale filled in the main with ' things done long ago and 
ill done ' by a mountaineer whose education began too late. Night life 
on High Hills was for me sometimes uncomfortable, but it was never 
worse than that. The memory of it, tinged with shame though it be, 
is a pleasant thing, pleasant to recall and in these much shadowed days 
even pleasant for the writer to embalm in words. 

• 
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•• 
HEINRICH DUBI 

1848-1942 

As readers of the ALPINE JouRNAL know, our old friend Dr. Diibi 1 

was a remarkable man in many ways. In earlier years he won fame as 
an enterprising mountaineer, in so far as his duties as a classical teacher 
allowed him freedom for climbing. He possessed strong historical 
and geographical instincts and also a passion for literary work in any 
domain. His characteristic motto was : To work and to learn are 
unfailing sources of happiness. Ability of mind aided by an excellent 
memory led· him to the end of a long course in life to compose many 
articles of literary, · historical and Alpine value, not excluding poetry. 
This is not the place to enumerate them in full. Suffice it to .. mention 
his editorship of the S.A.C. Jahrbuch from 1891 to 1923 ; his Climber's 
Guides for the Bernese Oberland, a monument of patient research ; the 
s.~cond edition, in collaboration with A. Waber ~ of Gottlieb Stud er's 
Uber Et's und Schnee; his guide-book Saas Fee und Umgebung (A.J. 21. 
2o4) ; the succession of articles on ' The early Swiss pioneers of the 
Alps' (A.J. 33 and 35),_ and his exhaustive monograph Paccard wt"der 
Balmat, which is fully discussed in A.J. 27. 202 sqq. a vigorous 
defence of Dr. Paccard's memory, and the more necessary in that the 
true record is often poisoned afresh by ignorant or irresponsible writers. 
Apart from these and other articles on Gottlieb Studer, Melchior 
Anderegg, the first ascent of the Matterhorn and on Roman and 
Saracenic routes over the Alps, he wrote studies of Suetonius, Voltaire, 
Cardinal Schiner and Cyrano de Bergerac. This summary alone will 
show how wide were Dp.bi's interests. He continued to publish 
articles despite growing blindness, with the assistance of a devoted 
woman secretary. It was a joy to listen to his conversation, full of 
learning and quaint humour and of manly courage in the face of an 
inevitable fate. 

1 Portraits of Dr. Di.ibi are to be found in A.J. 33, facing 340, and A.J. 43, 
facing 166. 
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Of his expeditions, the most notable are : Allalinhorn from N.E. and 
by E. ridge, Maasplankstock by ,V. face and S. ridge, the discovery of 
the true route up Jungfrau from Rottal, Mittaghorn from N., Mittag
joch, Fiinffingerstock E. peak, and first descent from Stellifluhgrat to 
the Triimletental. He was Honorary Member of the Alpine Club, the 
S.A.C., the Royal Geographical Society, and the Historischer Verein 
of Canton Bern. For years he maintained friendly relations with many 
members of the Alpine Club, especially with Whymper, Freshfield 
and Farrar, and even with the redoubtable Coolidge. A summit in 
the Bietschtal bears his name (spelt without the modification), but, 
alas, he forgot to visit it ! 

In Diibi's death we have lost a true man and a faithful friend of the 
• mounta1ns. 

PAUL MONTANDON. 

LAWRENCE PILKINGTON 

I8SS-I94I 

LAWRENCE PILKINGTON was born at Windle Hall near St. Helens, 
Lancashire, on January 17, 1855· He came of a well known and long 
established Lancashire family, and had many of the qualities which 
gave that county a leading position in English life during the nine
teenth century. At the time of his birth the rough days of the indus
trial revolution had softened with the growth of culture, but a culture 
permeated with that astonishing vitality which long made the 

· Lancashire man an outstanding figure in English social and political 
life. Pilkington's life covered this period of culture at its best. His 
days were spent in those parts, and he devoted much of his time and 
his considerable gifts to the service of local causes. Among his varied 
interests a deep love of mountains and mountain adventure ever held 
a foremost place, and was in no sepse dimmed or embittered by the 
serious accident which reduced him from among the most active 
mountaineers of his time to little more than a spectator. Yet he touched 
life at many other points, and enthusiasm for climbing was never more 
than one strand in the rich texture of his personality. 

. From childhood days he had been a visitor to the Lakeland fells and 
in I 869 at the age of fourteen he began his climbing career with his 
brother Charles on the Pillar Rock. He had indeed been ' Patriarch 
of the Pillar ' for many years when he died. The Lake District con
tinued to hold a foremost place in his affections. Its peculiar subtle 
colour contrasts, the harmonies of its landscape modelling, and the 
plain but well mannered style of its architecture all rejoiced his sensitive 
eye. It gave him the inspiration for many of his fine poems, and he 
remained a delighted visitor until only a short time before his death. 
It was in Piers Ghyll in 1884, during what appears to have been the 
first exploration of that magnificent rift, that the fall of rock occurred 
which crushed his hip and crippled him for life. This tragedy, 
however, cemented his friendship with the Hopkinsons, some of whom 
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were in the party and of whom Edward was afterwards his near neigh
bour and close· friend. 

The urge to tackle the bigger peaks of the Alps may have come 
through Fred Gardiner, his cou~in, who began his distinguished career 
among the mountains at the age of nineteen. Gardiner was a Liver
pool man and on friendly terms with Ho race Walker. The Pilkington 
brothers soon became part of that brilliant group of mountaineers for 
whom the Walkers formed a rallying point. 

Whether through Gardiner or not the two Pilkingtons determined 
on a season in the Alps in 1872 when Lawrence was seventeen. 
Charles went out first and Lawrence has given a charming and amusing 
description of his journey to meet him in Early Climbing Memories, 

· his contribution to the last number of the Journal. They climbed 
with Peter Kaufmann and Peter Baumann and crossed the Old W eisstor, 
Colle delle Loccie and Lysjoch before the holiday was brought to an 
end by Charles cutting his foot while bathing. Two years later they 
had another holiday with the same guides which included the Schreck
horn, Strahlegg, Oberaarjoch, Alphubeljoch, Weissmies (traverse), 
W eisshorn, and Balmhorn and Altels (traverse). 

Lawrence did not visit the Alps again until 1878, but in the mean
while Charles had joined forces with Gardiner, and in the year men
tioned the three of them undertook a series of guideless expeditions 
in the Dauphine which make a landmark in Alpine history, for with 
them guideless climbing came into its own. It can hardly be gainsaid 
that the well planned and competently executed expeditions of this 
party removed much of the ill odour which the escapades of Girdle
stone and others had brought upon the efforts of amateurs to climb 
great peaks by their own unaided efforts. 

The 1878 season /saw the party on many peaks and passes,1 a number 
of which were first ascents or new routes, as fully recorded in Mumm's 
Re_gister, including ·the first guideless ascent of Les Ecrins. I 879 
was however their red letter season, for it was then that this same 
party made their famous guideless ascent of La Meije, again by a 
partly new route. 2 The mountain was in. bad condition and the climb 
was a firstclass piece of work. In his Early Climbing Memories 
Lawrence Pilkington gives an account at once charming and graphic 
of this holiday. After Charles had returned home La~rence and 
Gardiner continued their meteoric career, making a first passage of 
the Col Tuckett, a second ascent of the Montagne des Agn.eaux, and 
first ascents of Pie Bonvoisin and Pie de V erdonne. 

The triumvirate were again together in 1881 when they made note
worthy expeditions in the Oberland and Pennine Alps. These in
cluded the first guideless ascent of the Finsteraarhorn, the second 
guideless ascent of the W etterhorn, the Matterhorn, and a traverse 
of the Zinal Rothorn. The outstanding performance of the year, 
however, was undoubtedly the Jungfrau by the Guggi route, still 
one of the finest expeditions in the Alps and one on which Lawrence 

1 A.J. 9· 219 sqq. 2 A.J. 9· 41 I sqq. 
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Pilkington looked back with lively pleasure. 3 By this time the party 
were at the full height of their powers, and it is sad to think that it 
was also their last season together. In I 882 Eustace H ulton replaced 
Gardiner and the party thus reconstituted had a successful season in 
the Engadine. They made the first guideless ascents of Piz Kesch, 
Piz Rozeg, and Monte della Disgrazia, this by a new route on the 
northern face. 4 They also climbed Piz Bernina. 

The intervening years had seen the Pilkington brothers a good deal 
in the Lake District, where in I 882 Lawrence took part in the first 
ascent of Deep Ghyll direct on Scawfell ; and in Skye, where they 
used to go fishing, and where in I88o they made the first ascent of the 
Inaccessible Pinnacle.5 The family were regular visitors to the High
lands, and on one occasion, at the age of fifteen, Lawrence returned 
with a curiously shaped flat stone bottle of whisky alleged to be over 
fifty years old and which had been presented to him by the landlady 
of the inn where they were staying as a reward for tuning her piano. 
It was more than another fifty years before the bottle was broached, 
and it was certainly a remarkable liquor. 

After the accident it was some years before Lawrence Pilkington 
was able to get about much. He fought its ill effects with great courage 
and was able to do a reasonable amount of walking until a great age. 
He continued to visit the Alps from time to time and in I889 even had 
a season in the Dolomites, during which he climbed several peaks, 
including the Kleine Zinne and the Marmolata. After he was seventy 
he visited the Dauphine, and got pretty close up to La Meije. His 
delighted enthusiasm with this holiday will linger in the minds of his 
friends. 

From all accounts Lawrence Pilkington was a firstrate cragsman, 
sound on ice and snow, and a great goer. Charles being the elder and 
a man with the gift of leadership naturally went first, and received most 
of the credit for the outstanding success of the party.. Lawrence, 
however, had qualities of leadership too, and I believe that he did much 
of the leading on the expeditions which he did alone with Gardiner in 
I879· He was strongly if lightly built, and seemed to retain his 
springiness even in old age and despite his crippled hip. His whole 
personality was alert, however, and gave an impression of readiness . 
. He himself considered a stout heart to be the most important item in 
a mountaineer's equipment, and he certainly possessed one himself. 

Lawrence Pilkington attached great importance to his membership of 
the Club, on the Committee of which he served from I886- g. It was 
always much in his thoughts, and in his later years he derived great 
pleasure from the visits of members, such as G. A. Solly, Sydney 
Spencer,. Speaker, Joseland and others. I never saw him without 
having some good talk of mountaineering, and his memory carried 
vivid pictures of scenes on his early expeditions. 

His climbing career and love of the mountains, as I have said, were 
but one thread, though a bright one, in the make-up of his life. Mter 
I89o, when he married Mary Gavin Stevenson, he had in his wife a 

3 A.J. 10. 386 sqq. 4 A.J. 11. 215 sqq. 5 4.J. 13. 433 sqq . 
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singularly successful helpmate, who brought a ready sympathy and 
understanding to support him in his many activities. . 

His remarkable vitality found outlets in many directions. Judging 
from his own anecdotes he must have been a terror for practical joking 
in his youth. There was a Puckish humour in these escapades which 
gave them more flavour than is commonly found in adolescent horse
play, and this never left him, though it mellowed with age into a 
whimsicality which though normally good tempered could on occasion 
take an acid quality, particularly when it was necessary to deflate the 
sententious or overbearing. 

Lawrence Pilkington though a successful and practical man of affairs 
was essentially artistic. He was intensely sensitive to music, not only 
as a listener for long years to the Halle but as an executant, and as the 
trainer of a colliery choir. His feeling for good literature was no less 
profound, and quite late in life he entered the ranks of the authors. 
He wrote two stories of the Lancashire life which he had known as 
a young man: Tattlefold, and The Chimneys of.Tattleton. These were 
marked by a racy humour, a~d by a lively appreciation of the Lancashire 
character. He also produced four volumes of a poetry 6 which was 
remarkable for a sensitive appreciation of natural scenery, and a pro
found awareness of its underlying spiritual content. One could not 
help being reminded of Wordsworth. His reaction to pictorial art 
was equally keen, and marked by a capacity unusual in one of his 
generation of appreciating the good in modern art. He derived much 
pleasure during his holidays among the hills from painting in water 
colours . 

• 

All these facets of his personality were suffused by a deep religious 
feeling which appears over and over again in his poems. His outlook 
in this respect was quite unorthodox and he did not conceal his 
contempt for narrowness and bigotry in religion. He could and did 
appreciate fine religious feeling or thought from whatever school or , 
creed it came. 

I have tried to describe something of the impression left upon me 
in his old age by a singularly attractive and vivid personality. For 
those who knew Lawrence Pilkington his memory will always be green. 
For those who knew him not he will live chiefly in the record of his 
achievements among the mountains, and in the solid work which he did 
to put guideless mountaineering on the map. 

• 

R. S. T. CHORLEY. 

HENEAGE EGERTON BRYDGES HARRISON 
xSso-1941 

. 

HENEAGE HARRISON, who died in July 1941 at the 1\age of ninety-one, 
must have been on~ of the oldest members of the · Club. Very few, 
if any, of his contemporary friends can be still alive and able to give 
information regarding his Alpine achievements. One thing is certain : 

6 A.J. 37· 2oo. 
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he was a devoted lover of the mountains and was very definitely 
associated in my memory with Switzerland and the Alps of a bygone 
era. 

I met him first when a boy, in I909, at Zermatt where I was staying 
with my family, with mountain ambitions in my heart but no means 
of gratifying them or much knowledge of the subject. One afternoon 
opposite the Monte Rosa hotel we met a bearded, very brown-faced, 
elderly man who said that he had just come over from Arolla by tp.e 
Col d'Herens. The names suggested adventure and romance and I 
was greatly thrilled. He was of rather striking appearance, with his 
deeply lined, weather-tanned face and decided manner. His guide 
was with him, Peter Anderegg, a young relation of old Melchior, 
with whom also he had at one time climbed. Peter was his regular 
companion in his later Alpine expeditions and Harrison thought 
much of him. Harrison, though of somewhat formidable personality, 
responded to my obvious desire to know more of Alpine matters, and 
took me to dinner at the Monte Rosa hotel where he pointed out 
numerous celebrities. I forget whether the Alpine Club table was 
still in existence then. He also took me on two small climbs, the 
Riffelhorn and the Breithorn, the thrill of the first and the toilsomeness 
of the second of which I still vividly remember. I never cl.imbed again 
with him, though we met at Kandersteg in I9I3. He had by that 
time given up serious climbing, contenting himself with a round of 
passes with Peter Anderegg. I shall not easily forget a hot and dusty 
walk in his company up to the Gemmi, where he called for Bouvier 
and a local red wine, probably Dole du Valais, and mixed them in a 
large Dampfschiff. The result was more than thirst quenching ! 

He was the eldest son of John Branfill Harrison, Vicar of Walmer, 
Kent. He was at Eton as a small boy of eight and later went to Mart
borough, thence to Oriel College, Oxford, where he took a First in 
Modern History and played Rugby for Oxford against Cambridge in 
I 873. In I 876 he was appointed H.M. District Inspector of Schools 
at Liverpool and retired as Chief Inspector in I9I I. In 1882 he 
married the daughter of the Rev. A. Orr, Vicar of Cheriton. He 
first went to the Alps in I877 and, except for one year when he went 
to Norway, continued to go there every y~ar until I9I4. He was 
elected a member of the Alpine Club in I 890. In his earlier years he 
did a good deal of climbing in Lakeland and Wales, and he was an 
Original Member of the Climbers' Club. His chief climbing com
panions were Mark Pole, who died two years ago, and the Rev. H. W. 
Majendie, member of the Club I879-I899. In his earlier days he had 
known and climbed with some of the great men of the pioneer age of 
the Alps, Horace Walker, Frederick Gardiner, G. A. Solly, and once 
at least with Charles Pilkington, which he told me with natural pride. 
He was a big, heavy man and probably did not go in for the most 
difficult rock climbs of his period. I remember him mentioning 
traverses of the Matterhorn and Zinal Rothorn and the Dent Blanche, 
which latter may have been in bad weather as he spoke with a profound 
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respect for it in any but firstrate condition. He rarely visited the Club 
of recent years and can have been known to but few of the present day 
members. 

At his home at Hove he had made a very fine collection of china and 
pottery, and his library there contained a good collection of Alpine 
books, mostly the classics he did not always take kindly to every
thing of modern origin Alpine photographs and wood carvings, of 
which art he himself was a skilled exponent. It was in this ro~m that 
I frequently visited him during the past ten years or so, and never 
failed to be entertained in all senses of the word. He was an excellent 
raconteur and a good host, albeit somewhat forthright at the bridge 
table. Besides pottery, he had a great love for and knowledge of 
English wild birds and invariably sent his friends a picture of one at 
Christmas. Heneage Harrison's death marks the passing of one more 
of the old school. He was a fine example of the cultured, well educated, 
vigorous Englishman of his time, a man who held strong opinions, 
knew his own mind and made himself a master of any subject or interest 
which he took up. I greatly regret his death and I am glad that I 
knew him. 

p. H. PILDITCH. 

OLIVER K. WILLIAMSON 

r866-1941 

0. K. WILLIAMSON was the son of Alexander William Williamson, 
F .. R.S., Professor of Chemistry at University College, London. 
I remember visiting his father's model farm at Haslemere, ·where he 
surprised the neighbouring farmers by his successful use of scientific 
methods. He married Edith Gertrude, daughter of the late John 
Adolphus Edington of Golcar, Y orks. 

He was educated at University College School and University 
College and Hospital, London, and went to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he obtained Honours in the Natural Sciences Tripos. Later he 
became M.D., B.Chir. Cambridge, F.R.C.P. London, and M.R.C.S, 
He became Consulting Physician to the City of London Hospital for 
Diseases of the Heart and Lungs, Junior.R_esident Medical Officer and 
Registrar, Evelina Hospital for Children, House Physician and Patholo
gist, Victoria Park Hospital, and Medical Registrar, Middlesex Hos
pital; Orator, Hunterian Society; Vice-President of the Hunterian 
Society ; Assistant Physician, Westminster Hospital ; Joint Lecturer 
in Medicine, Westminster Medical School; Vice-President of the 
Section of Medicine, Centenary Meeting, British Medical Association. 
He wrote many articles on blood pressure and arterial diseases, and 
the prevention of the common cold, and had various papers in the 
transactions of Medical Societies and Medical Journals, chiefly on 
blood pressure and diseases of the chest. In r 922 he became Professor 
of Medicine in the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 



• 

• 

Pho!o, Sydney Spencer. ] 

'" ., "" 

R uooLF LocHMATTER. . 

I 

• 
' 

o. K. vVILLIAMsoN • 

1866-1 94T. 



262 IN MEMORIAM 

The death of 0. K. Williamson will be deeply felt by all members of 
the Club who knew him. He climbed in the Alps from 1892 to 1938, 
with an interval after 1920, and at the. age of 73, in 1938, was out for 
nearly twenty-four hours on a traverse of Castor and Pollux, ascending 
by the N. face and descending to Zermatt. His guides were Erwin 
and Xavier Lochmatter. 

I first climbed with him in the Alps in 1898, when with Jean Maitre 
and J. M. Lochmatter we climbed the Dent Blanche and traversed the 
Matterhorn with a descent to Breuil in bad weather. We also crossed 
the Col de Creton from Breuil to Praraye. He was slow on rock and 
somewhat deliberate, but very reliable and good on ice and snow, 
which he especially loved. We both owed much to our apprenticeship 
to Jean Maitre, who was a master of ice and snow craft. He was 
imperturba9le under all conditions of difficulty and never lost his head. 
He climbed almost entirely with guides, partly I think because he 
disliked weight carrying, but mainly because this gave him the 
opportunity of working out new climbs. 

In 1899 he joined me in Norway and we did some new ascents in the 
Horunger, including the gully on the face of Skagastolstind above the 
hut, which is now considered the easiest route except when iced, a 
traverse of Austabottind and several passes. We were accompanied 
by Ole J. Berge, who was beginning his career as a guide. 

In 1900 we went to the Graians with Jean Maitre and J. M. Loch
matter and did among other things a new traverse of the Punta del 
Broglio and a variation of the descent of the Grand Paradi~ by the Col 
de 1' Abeille. 

In 1901 and 1902 we worked on the revision of Ball's Guide in the 
Ortler region and did a new ascent of the Ortler from the Order Pass 
by the S.W. ridge with Jean Maitre and J. M. Lochmatter, who 
climbed regularly with us (A.J. 22. 105 sqq.). We also climbed 
Piz Roseg and Piz Bernina. 

In 1903 our combination was broken up, to my great regret, through 
my urge to climb without guid~s. Williamson went on climbing in 
the Alps, with the loss of very few seasons, till he went to South Africa 
in 1922, and had many fine expeditions to his credit. These included: 

1903. Tschingelhorn by N.W. face and arete. 
1904. Si.idlenzspitze by ,V'. face and N.W. arete, with Jose£ and Heinrich 

Pollinger (A.J. 25. 312 sqq.). 
1905. First passage of Breithornjoch, descent of S. ridge of Dents. 

des Bouquetins, Dent Blanche from W., with H. Symons,. 
guides Jean Maitre and Pierre Maurys (A.J. 23. 99 sqq.). 

1906. In Dauphine with H. Symons, guides Alois Pollinger and. 
Edouard Charlet. Traverses of La Meije, Les Ecrins and 
Montagne des Agneaux (A.J. 23. 6o4 sqq.). 

1907. With H. Symons, guides Daniel Maquignaz and Heinrich Fux,. 
Si.idlenspitze by E. arete, descent by S.W. arete and W. face .. 
Down by E. face and S. arete with J osef Pollinger and Pierre. 

. Maurys (A.J. 25. loc. cit.). 
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1908. Sudlenzspitze by S.E. face ; Teufelsgrat with H. Symons, 
guides Daniel Maquignaz and Heinrich Fux (A.J. 34· 78 sqq.). 

1909. Klein Durrenhorn by E. face, Nadelhorn by N. face (A.J. 25 . 
loc. cit.), with guides as in 1908. 

1910. Hohberghorn by N.E. face, Stecknadelhorn by N.E. arete 
(A.J. 41. 316 sqq. ). 

1911. Monch from N.E., first passage of Gletscherjoch (A.J. 25. 742), . 
possibly his best expedition. E. face of Nordend. With 
Jean Maitre and Heinrich Fux. 

1913. Traverse of Piz Palu, Bellavista and Zupo (A.J. 30. 47 sqq.). 
1920. Traverse of Taschhorn with Heinrich and Albert Fux (A.J. 34· 

loc. cit. ). 

In 1922 he went to South Africa and climbed in the Drakensbergen, 
making many new ascents, especially in the Mal uti range. I joined 
him in 1927 to attempt Cathkin and G. F. Travers-Jackson joined us. 
Williamson finally made the fourth ascent of Cathkin in 1928. 

As those who visited our exhibitions at the Alpine Club know, 
Williamson was a good photographer, and many of his pictures are 
remarkable for a happy choice of viewpoint. Those were the days of 
plate photography with a stand, a black cloth and development in 
ferrous oxalate. I remember the patient endurance of our guides, who 
had no mental armour against the cold wind. 

He gave the same meticulous care to his preparations for Alpine 
expeditions study of maps and previous records and long and detailed 
examination of all points from which he could get a look at his object. 
His accuracy in topography is well shown in the papers that he con
tributed to the Journal, references to which are given above. To 
these should be added his In Memoriam notice of Jean Mai~re (A.J. 
30. 70) and his paper on Mountain Walks in Majorca (A.J. 50. 239), 
written soon after the death of his wife in 1937. Williamson was very 
~ond of British hills and came regularly to the Easter meets at Pen y 
Pass and was lured to Cornish cliffs by the writer on many occasions. 
Few climbers can have spent more time and trouble in finding out 
what there still was to climb or have been more richly repaid. And 
few of our members can have been more devoted adherents of the 
Club or have followed its activities more closely vvith an . interest 
which remained as lively as ever until the end. 

HANS ALMER 

I86I-I94I 
. 

A. w. ANDREWS. 

A MEMBER of an illustrious family of guides has passed away in the 
person of Hans Almer, who died in December, at Grindelwald, at the 
age of So. He was the third son of the never to be forgotten Christian 
Almer, one of the greatest of the celebrated band of pioneer guides in 
the Alps. 
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Hans Almer was one of the most brilliant rock climbers of his time 
and a firstrate iceman, but perhaps might not be classed as a great 
guide in the sense that the term is applied to his father and many of 
the early generation of Alpine guides and to many of a later period, of 
whom his brother Ulrich, old Christian Jossi, Emile Rey, Alexander 
Burgener, Christian Klucker and Franz Lochmatter are a few examples. 
I purposely make no reference to any of those who are still living. 

Hans Almer was perhaps somewhat lacking in the initiative, the 
breadth of outlook and certain attributes which characterise the ' great ' 
guide, although in actual performance of what was required to be done 
on the mountain itself he could hardly be surpassed. , 

He was with me for some years as second guide to old Christian 
Jossi, during which time his good temper and cheery disposition made 
him a welcome addition to our party. -

Some of the climbs we made are referred to in my article in this 
number of the ALPINE JouRNAL, 1 but his greatest achievement was 
unquestionably his ascent (with Mr. Joseph Gibson) of the chimney 
on the Requin, known as the Cheminee Fontaine, 2 made for the first 
time and, to my knowledge, so far, only once repeated. 
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1926 

FROM SwiTZERLAND. The following letter has been received from 
Mr. I. de Bruyn, dated September rs, 1941. 

' There is not much to report about this time, but you may like to 
hear what I have to tell. We had a beautiful spell of summer weather 
from June IS to July rs, and we enjoyed the most perfect ten days in 
Kandersteg I ever had there. Much snow in the mountains but good 
snow, and on Saturdays the influx of young climbers by rail and 
bicycle was tremendous. One Sunday afternoon I counted about 
five hundred people at the Oeschinensee. Still, even with good snow, 

1 Loc. cit. p. 188. See also A.J. 51. 268, with portrait facing. 
2 A.J. 39· 105 sqq. 
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